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heads of children before their mothers. Those who have remained
alive have been obliged to see their daughters forced into military
brothels and their sons sterilised.
Jewish brothers! The Jewish people, scattered by fate through-
out the world, have closely bound up their culture with the culture
of the whole world. In the countries enslaved by the Fascists our
unfortunate brothers were the first victims. The blood of Jews,
tortured to death in the burned synagogues of Rotterdam, calls
aloud to the whole world. So do the thousands of nameless
graves in the towns of Poland, where the Fascist monsters buried
their victims alive.
The blood which has been shed calls out not for fasts and
prayers but for vengeance; not ritual candles but flames to con-
sume the hangmen of humanity; not tears but for hatred and
resistance to the monsters; not words but for deeds. It must
be now or never.
In the tragic history of our long-suffering people, from the
Roman Empire to the Middle Ages, it is impossible to find a
time when there was such sorrow and misery as Fascism has
brought to mankind, with particular ferocity for the Jewish
people.
Intoxicated by blood and violence, the Fascist monsters have
now attacked the one country where the Jewish people have found
a real motherland which offered them a splendid life, freedom,
and a flourishing national culture. Here, for the first time in
thousands of years, Jews felt at home, equals among equals. In
the fertile fields of the Soviet Union, for the first time the Jewish
tiller of soil took his place at the wheel of a tractor. In the
factories and mills Jews played their part. The doors of the
universities were open to them, they entered the Red Army,
worked in the mines, helped in the laboratories.
The Jewish people found a place for themselves in the great
family of peoples in the U.S.S.R. All these peoples have, in a
quarter of a century of fraternal collaboration, built up their
security, their future, and their national freedom. Now their
fields are being drenched in blood. Villages and towns which
have temporarily fallen into the bloody clutches of the Hitlerite
monsters are being destroyed. Highways are strewn with the
graves of savagely tortured citizens.